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THe KILLING OF 


His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


While Krishna was thus engaged in his transcendental 
pastimes, exhibiting his internal potency in the company 
of the supermost fortunate cowherd boys, there occurred 
another chance for him to exhibit the superhuman 
powers of Godhead. His most intimate friends Sridama, 
Subala and Stoka-krishna addressed Krishna and Balaram 
with great love and affection thus: "Dear Balaram, youare 
very powerful; your arms are very strong. Dear Krishna, 
you are very expert in killing all kinds of disturbing 
demons. Will you kindly note that just near this place 
there is a big forest of the name Talavan? This forest is 
full of palm trees, and all the trees are filled with fruits. 
Some have fallen down, and some are very ripe even in 
the trees. It is a very nice place, but because of a great 


Unknown photographer 


demon, Dhenukasura, it is very difficult to go there. 


Cover painting: Balaram kills Dhenukasura. From Hari-varhśa. Rajasthan. Circa 1585-1590 
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The Devas watch Balaram kill Dhenuka 


No one can reach the trees to collect the fruits. Dear 
Krishna and Balaram, this demon is present there in the 
form of an ass, and he is surrounded by similar demon 
friends who have assumed the same shape. All of them 
are very strong, so it is very difficult to approach this 
place. Dear brothers, you are the only persons who can 
kill such demons. Other than you, no one can go there 
for fear of being killed. Not even animals go there, and 
no birds are living there; they have all left. One can only 
appreciate the sweet aroma that is coming from that 
place. It appears that up until now, no one has tasted the 
sweet fruits there, either on the tree or on the ground. 
Dear Krishna, to tell you frankly, we are very attracted 
by this sweet aroma. Dear Balaram, if you like, let us all 
gothereand enjoy these fruits. The aroma of the fruits is 
now spread everywhere. Don't you smell it from here?" 

When Balaram and Krishna were thus petitioned 
by their intimate friends, they were inclined to please 
them, and with smiling faces they proceeded toward 
theforest, surrounded by all their friends. Immediately 
upon entering the Talavan, Balaram began to yank 
the trees with his arms, exhibiting the strength of an 
elephant. Because of this jerking, all the ripe fruits fell 


down on the ground. Upon hearing the sound of the 
falling fruits, the demon Dhenukasura, who was living 
there in the form of an ass, approached with great force, 
shaking the whole field so that all the trees moved as if 
there were an earthquake. The demon appeared before 
Balaram and kicked his chest with his hind legs. At first 
Balaram did not say anything, but with great anger the 
demon kicked him again more vehemently. This time 
Balaram immediately caught hold of the legs of the ass 
with one hand and, wheeling him around, threw him 
into the treetops. While he was being wheeled around 
by Balaram, the demon lost his life. Balaram threw 
the demon into the biggest palm tree about, and the 
demon’s body was so heavy that the palm tree fell upon 
other trees, and several fell down. It appeared as if a 
great hurricane was passing through the forest, and 
all the trees were falling down, one after another. This 
exhibition of extraordinary strength is not astonishing 
because Balaram is the Personality of Godhead known as 
Ananta Sesh Nag, who is holding all the planets on the 
hoods of his millions of heads. He maintains the whole 
cosmic manifestation exactly as horizontal and vertical 
threads hold the weaving of a cloth. 
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Unknown artist. circa 1590-1600 


Balaram pulls the Yamuna River with his plow 


After the demon had been thrown into the trees, all 
the friends and associates of Dhenukasura immediately 
assembled and attacked Balaram and Krishna with 
great force. They were determined to retaliate and 
avenge the death of their friend. But Krishna and 
Balaram caught each of the asses by the hind legs and, 
exactly in the same way, wheeled them around. Thus 
they killed all of them and threw them into the palm 
trees. Because of the dead bodies of the asses, there was 
a panoramic scene. It appeared as if clouds of various 
colors were assembled in the trees. Hearing of this 
great incident, the demigods from the higher planets 
showered flowers on Krishna and Balaram and beat 
their drums and offered devotional prayers. 

A few days after the killing of Dhenukasura, people 
began to come into the Talavan forest to collect the 
fruits, and animals began to return without fear 
to feed on the nice grasses growing there. Just by 
chanting or hearing these transcendental activities 
and pastimes of the brothers Krishna and Balaram, 
one can amass pious activities. ($^ 


— A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Krsna The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Bombay. 1996. 


THe Donkey 


or Gross 
DISCRIMINATION 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 


Here is the secret of vraja-bhajana. Dhenukasura 
represents the bad mentality which carries heavy 
loads. Pralamba represents lust for women, greed 
and desire for worship and position. The devotee 
must remove these obstacles by his own efforts 
with the mercy of Krishna. Dhenukasura means 
ignorance of one's own spiritual identity (svarüpa), 
of the identity of the name, and of the identity of 
Krishna. With great endeavor, the devotee himself 
removes these obstacles. Pralamba represents lust 
for man or woman, greed for material objects, 
endeavor for material enjoyment, pride, desire for 
worship and position. Understanding these to be 
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Krishna kills one of the donkeys after the death of Dhenuka 


very detrimental to progress, the devotee should 
make great effort to remove them. If his humility 
is true, certainly Krishna will be merciful. Then 
Baladev will make his appearance, and all the 
obstacles will be destroyed in a second. Then, step 
by step, progress in cultivation of bhakti will take 
place. As this process is by nature very esoteric, 
the devotee, being spotless in character, should 
learn it from a qualified guru. (From Sri Caitanya- 
Siksamrta chapter 6 part 6) 


Dhenuka-vadha: sthüla-buddhi, saj-jfianabhava, 


müdhatajanita tattvandhata svartipajnanavirodha 


Complete ignorance of spiritual truth, lack of 
spiritual intuition, ignorance about the absolute 
truth, and opposition of the knowledge of one's 
constitutional position, all originating from 
material intelligence, are represented by Dhenuka. 
(From Sri Caitanya-siksamrta chapter 6 part 6) 


sthüla-buddhi-svarüpo ‘yam garddabho dhenukasurah 


nastaubhüd baladevena suddha-jivena durmatih 


Dhenukasura, who personifies the ass of 
blunt judgement, was killed by Baladev, the 
transcendental reservoir of all living entities. 
(From Krsna-samhita 4.27) 


dhenukah sthüla-buddhih syad garddabhas tala-rodhakah 


astame laksyate dosah sampradaye satar mahan 


Subtle discrimination is extremely important 
for vaisnavas. Those who invent social distinctions 
and present them as the unbreakable principles 
of vaisnavism, while breaking them to suit their 
needs, are said to possess gross discrimination. 
This gross discrimination takes the form of the 
ass Dhenuka. The ass cannot eat the sweet palm 
tree fruits, and he opposes others' attempts to eat 
them. The purport is that the previous acaryas of 


Unknown artist. Kangra style. Circa 1830-1840 
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Dhenuka Mardana Vesh at the Baladev Jiu temple in Kendrapara Odisha 


the authorized sampradayas have written many 
spiritual literatures, which people with gross 
discrimination neither understand nor allow 
others to see. Ass-like devotees who are simply 
interested in the regulative principles and under 
the control of gross discrimination are unable to 
attain a higher platform. Vaisnava principles are 
so unlimitedly exalted that those who simply 
remain entangled in the regulative process 
without endeavoring to understand the science 
of attachment are comparable to ordinary fruitive 
workers. Therefore, until the ass Dhenukasura 
is killed, one cannot advance in the science of 
vaisnavism. (From Krsna-samhita 8.20) @ 
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 


The eighth obstacle is offered by the demon 
Dhenukasura in the form of the ass, who tries 
to prevent the palm fruits, which he is himself 
unable to taste, from being enjoyed by others. 
The principles of Vaishnavism require for their 
due appreciation the most penetrating judgment. 
Persons possessed of a blunted understanding 
are exposed to this grave plight. The Vaishnava 
religion is indivisible. There is no scope in it for 
sectarian narrowness. He is the blunt-headed 
fool who is liable to misconceive the true nature 
of the Vaishnava community by supposing it to 
be a sect distinct from other sects of this world. 
As a matter of fact, thickheaded persons are 
themselves unable to understand the teaching 
of the spiritual works that have been penned by 
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Unknown artist 


Krishna Balaram with the cowherd boys in Talavan forest 


the former acaryas of the community, and they 
are also apt to actively prevent others from 
having access to those works. This is particularly 
the case with those devotees possessed of a 
stunted judgment who, being mechanically 
addicted to the regulations, have no inclination 
to strive for the attainment of the status. But 
the Vaishnava religion holds within itself the 
prospect of infinite progressive advance. Those 
muddy-headed persons, who choose to remain 
confined within the literal meaning of the 
narrow limits of the scriptural regulations, being 
thereby led to neglect the unconventional path 
of spontaneous love for Godhead, soon become 
indistinguishable from persons who are wedded 
to the cult of fruitive mundane activities. It is, 
therefore, never possible to make any progress 
in the Vaishnava religion till Dhenukasura 
in the form of the ass has been killed. @ 


— Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada. Sri Krishna, The Supreme 
Godhead. Sri Nityananda Book Trust, Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mission. 
Second print. 2002. 
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The Poet Harisuri’s Commentary 
on Srimad Bhagavatam 10.15.28 


[Introduction to the topic:] Srimad Bhagavatam is 
the highest fruit that has descended from the tallest tree 
in the spiritual world. It also describes a special pastime of 
high-hanging fruits falling from tall trees. 

The tenth canto of the Bhagavatam tells us that one 
fine day while roaming in the forest, the cowherd friends of 
Krishna and Balaram were attracted to the exotic fragrance 
of tala fruits (ice apples). These tala fruits were hanging 
from the tall tala trees of Talavan. 

The difficulty with tala fruits is that they hang at great 
heights. These high-hanging fruits can be compared to the high 
aspirations of struggling spiritualists. Just as it is impossible for 
a child to bring down high-hanging tala fruits, it is similarly 
impossible for a struggling spiritualist to attain the high- 
hanging fruits of advanced spiritual realization. This is why 
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Balaram with his celebrated plow 
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Balaram Mandir in Talavan 


we need Balaram, who is the ādi-guru, the original spiritual 
master ofall living entities. When the cowherd boys understood 
that they could not bring down these fruits, they asked Balaram 
to bring the fruits down for them. Thus, they indicated that 
when the struggling spiritualist is unable to attain higher tastes 
in spiritual life on his own strength, it is the guru who makes 
these higher tastes accessible to him out of his causeless mercy. 
Balaram promptly shook the tala trees vigorously and 
brought down the fruits for everyone to enjoy. However, 
just as relishing high spiritual realizations is not without 
its dangers, similarly, eating the high-hanging tala fruits 
in Talavan is also not without its dangers. The cowherd 
boys were immediately attacked by Dhenukasura, the 
donkey demon, and his other donkey associates. 
However, adi-guru Balaram protected the cowherd 
boys from that demon, just as the expert spiritual master 
protects his disciples from all dangers on the path of 
spiritual life. Balaram promptly caught the hind-legs of the 
demon, vigorously whirled him around, and threw him into 
the air where he landed at the top of one of the tala trees. 
All the other donkey associates were then similarly thrown 
into the treetops by Balaram and Krishna. These trees then 
collapsed on each other and fell to the ground like a pack of 
falling dominoes, bringing down the tala fruits with them. 


Harisuri asks an important question, “What did Balaram 
want to indicate by making the tala fruits fall from the 


tree?” He gives his realization as follows: 


Sitosnadi-sahisnavo ‘py aviratam visnoh padalambino 
'ranyasthas ca maha-tapa-sthiti-juso ‘py eka 'gryaga bhümijah 

jatas cet khala-sangino vidhi-vasad bhrasyat-phalah syuh ksanad 
evar tala-phalabhipatana-misad abodhi ramena kim 


The tala trees of Talavan and yogis aspiring for perfec- 
tion are similar. Both tolerate heat, cold and other 
harsh weather conditions, both aspire to touch visnu- 
pada (the sky or Lord Vishnu’s feet), both are situated 
inthe forest, both experience immense austerities, yet 
both are fixed in one place on the earth. 


When the tala trees came in physical contact with the 
body of the evil-minded Dhenukasura, they immedi- 
ately lost all their fruits. Similarly, when yogis come 
in contact with evil-minded souls, they immediately 
lose all their fruits [of realization]. This is the hidden 
indication that Lord Balaram gave when he made the 
tala fruits fall on the ground. ri^ 


— Sri Harisuri. Sriman-nasika-nivasi-parama-bhagavata-kavivara-sri- 
harisüri-viracitam $ri-Bhakti-rasayanam. Edited by Govind Narahari 
Vaijapurkar. Published by Sat Sahitya Prakashan Trust. 26th January 
1969. Translation by Hari Parshad Das. 


Photo by Ananta Vrindavan Das 
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Killing the donkey demon Dhenukasura 
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Krishna and Balaram killing the donkey associates of Dhenukasura 


Wuv Dip 
BALARAM AND 


Nor KrisHNA 
Kitt. DHENUKA? 


The Poet Harisuri’s Commentary 
on Srimad Bhagavatam 10.15.32 


The devotee poet Harisuri asks why was Balaram 
selected to be the killer of this demon? Why did Krishna 
not relish the pleasure of killing Dhenukasura with his 
own bare hands? 

Before answering this question, Harisuri reminds 
us of Krishna’s previous incarnation as Rama. In 
that incarnation, he killed Ravana’s brother, a 
demon named Khara. The term “khara” also means 
“donkey” in Sanskrit. Using this dual meaning of the 
word khara, Harisuri composed a beautiful verse 
sharing his realization: 


yady apy asmi kharantako ‘ham adhunà rama-svarüpas tathapy 
a-bala-sthaviram kharantaka iti sri-rama-namatmani 


prakhyatam padam adya na vyabhicaratv ity asayad acyuto 


manye punya-janasuhrt khala-hatau ramam kim ayojayat 


[Krishna thought], "I am the original killer of 
the demon Khara, when I previously appeared 
in the world as Rama. For this reason, everyone 
in this world — from the child to the elderly, 
associates the phrase, kharantaka, ‘killer of Khara’ 
with the name Rama. 

[Here is another khara (donkey) who wants to 
kill me, but] I do not want the reputation of the 
name of Rama as the killer of Khara to suffer due 
to me (Krishna) killing this donkey." 

For this reason, Krishna — the infallible well- 
wisher of pious souls — did not kill the demon 
himself. Rather, he engaged Rama (Balaram) in 
the task of killing the khara (donkey), so that 
history will always remember Rama as the 
killer of khara. ri 
— Sri Harisuri. Sriman-ndsika-nivasi-parama-bhagavata-kavivara-sri- 
harisüri-viracitam Sri-Bhakti-rasayanam. Edited by Govind Narahari 


Vaijapurkar. Published by Sat Sahitya Prakashan Trust. 26th January 
1969. Translation by Hari Parshad Das. 


Unknown artist. Rajasthan. Circa 1760-1765 
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Lord Ramachandra kills the demon Khara 
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Caitanya-caritamrta is postgraduate study because 
in the Caitanya-caritamrta the most confidential 
tattva —prema-tattva — is there. Gopi-prema-tattva and 
radha-prema-tattva are there — very, very deep and 
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confidential tattvas. They are not discussed in the 
general public because they are meant for paramaharhsas 
— for very, very elevated vaisnavas who have achieved 
at least the stage of bhava. Somehow or other we have 
this postgraduate class on Caitanya-caritamrta, but I do 
not know how many qualified students there are for it. 

I am a fool because I do not know how many 
competent students there are to hear this. Therefore, 
Iam begging mercy at the lotus feet of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, who is the supreme authority of this 
course. I beg his mercy because he is wonderfully 
merciful and he can, as the saying goes, kakera garuda 
kare — "make a crow into Garuda". 

“Oh Mahaprabhu! These students are all crows. Please 
shower your mercy on them so that they will become 
like Garuda and can understand this tattva. Otherwise, 
there is no question of them understanding." 

I am a fool. I have such a class here, but I do not 
know how many qualified students are here. All 
are crows. If this topic of Caitanya-caritamrta comes 
up, I must speak it. What shall I do? I have been 
cursed. If I don't speak it, I will die. This curse is 
on me, so what shall I do? 

Although the students are all crows and they 
cannot understand the subject, I am cursed. I must 
speak it, or I will die — that is the curse. So, I pray to 
Mahaprabhu, "Please shower your mercy on these 
crows. Let them be empowered. Let them become 
like Garuda and understand this tattva." @ 


— From a morning lecture on Caitanya-caritamrta. ISKCON Krishna 
Balaram Mandir, Bhubaneswar. 10 September 1993. 


Unknkown artist. Odisha Pata-citra style. Circa 1840. 


